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DETAILED ACTION 
Summary 

1 . This is the initial Office Action based on the 101/533,150 application filed 
April, 27/2005. 

2. Claims 1 -1 2 are pending and have fully been considered. 

Drawings 

3. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the 
description: Figure 1: I and II; Figure 3: Va and Vb: Figure 13A: 9A, 90A, 91 A 
and Figure 13B; 9B, 90B, 91 B and 92B . Corrected drawing sheets in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d), or amendment to the specification to add the 
reference character(s) in the description in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(b) are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. 
Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is 
being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or 
"New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by 
the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not 
be held in abeyance. 
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Specification 

4. Figures 13A and 13B should be designated by a legend such as --Prior 
Art- because only that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). 
Corrected drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The replacement 
sheet(s) should be labeled "Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 
CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion of the drawing figures. If the 
changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and 
informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection 
to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Priority 

5. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), 

which papers have been placed of record in the file. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

7. Claim 1 - 1 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by MIYAKE et al. (US 6, 383, 452). 
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8. MIYAKE et al. discloses a chemical analyzer and chemical analyzing 
system. MIYAKE et al. teaches an analyzing cassette (1) (analyzing tool) 
comprising an introducing portion (1 1 , see figure 3A) (liquid inlet) provided at a 
main body (2, see figure 2) (central portion) (claim 1); a plurality of flow passages 
(13) (channels) which communicate with the introduction portion (11) (liquid inlet) 
for moving a sample liquid introduced through the introduction portion (11) (liquid 
inlet) by capillarity (capillary action) (col6., lines 50-55) from the main body (2) 
(central portion) toward outward bounds (see figure 3A) (peripheral portion) of 
the analyzing cassette (1 ) (tool). 

FIG. 1 
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9. With respect to claim 2, MIYAKE et al. discloses an analyzing cassette (1 ) 
(analyzing tool) where each of the flow passages (13) (channels) extend linearly 
from the main body (2) (central portion) toward the outward bounds (peripheral 
portion) (figure 3A). 

1 0. With respect to claim 3, MIYAKE et al. discloses analyzing cassette (1 ) 
(analyzing tool), the plurality of flow passages (13) (channels) are provided in 
radial directions (arranged radially) (col. 11, lines 52-53). 

1 1 . With respect to claim 4, MIYAKE et al. discloses an analyzing cassette (1 ) 
(analyzing tool) where the plurality of flow passages (13) (channels) are grouped 
into one or a plurality of collective flow passages (13) (channels) having a 
common part and individual parts, where the collective flow passages (13) 
(channels) extend from the main body (2) (central portion) while branching 
towards the toward outward bounds (peripheral portion) of the analyzing cassette 
(1) (tool) (fig. 3 (A)). 
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12. With respect to claim 5, MIYAKE et al. discloses a plurality of 
measurement portion (measurement sites), each of the flow passages (13) 
(channels) being provided with at least one of the measurement portion 
(measurement sites), where the plurality of measurement portion (measurement 
sites) are arranged on a analyzing cassette (1) (common circle) (col. 3, lines 40- 
44). 

1 3. With respect to claim 6, MIYAKE et al. discloses an analyzing cassette (1 ) 
(analyzing tool) which has a disc-like shape (disk configuration) (col. 1 1 , lines 49- 
50). 

14. With respect to claim 7, MIYAKE et al. discloses an analyzing cassette (1) 
(analyzing tool), where two or more of the plurality of flow passages (1 3) 
(channels) have reagent parts for reacting with a sample liquid, and where the 
reagents parts on the two or more flow passages (channels) contain reagents 
different form each other (claim 8). 

1 5. With respect to claim 8, MIYAKE et al. discloses an analyzing cassette (1 ) 
(analyzing tool) further comprising a substrate (181 and 182) and distribution 
portion (cover) (col. 6, lines 1-3) joined to the substrate (figure 3 (B)), where the 
introduction portion (1 1 ) liquid inlet comprises a through-hole in the substrate 
(181 and 182) or the cover (figure 3(A)), and where the plurality of flow passages 
(16) (channels) comprises grooves in the substrate or the cover (figure 3 (A)). 
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16. With respect to claim 9, MIYAKE et al. discloses an analyzing cassette (1 ) 
(analyzing tool) where each of the grooves has a main cross section which is 
rectangular (fig. 3(A)) with a width of 55 mm (10-500 urn) and a depth of 90 mm 
(5-500 urn) (col. 5, lines 38-40), the depth/width ratio being > 0.05. 

"[W]here the general conditions of a claim are disclosed in the prior art, it is not 
inventive to discover the optimum or workable ranges by routine 
experimentation." See In re Aller, 220 F.2d 454, 456, 105 USPQ 233, 235 (CCPA 
1955). (MPEP 2144.05, part II, section B) 

17. With respect to claim 10, MIYAKE et al. discloses an chemical analyzer 
(analyzing apparatus) for performing analysis of a sample liquid using an main 
body (2) (analyzing tool), where the main body (2) (analyzing tool) comprises a 
introducing portion (1 1 , see figure 3A) (liquid inlet) at a main body (2, see figure 
2) (central portion), a plurality of flow passages (13) (channels) which 
communicate with the introduction portion (11) (liquid inlet) for moving a sample 
liquid introduced through the introduction portion (11) (liquid inlet) by capillarity 
(capillary action) (col6., lines 50-55) and allow a sample liquid introduced through 
the liquid inlet to flow from the central portion toward a peripheral portion of the 
tool under capillary action (figure 3 (A)), plurality of measurement portion 
(measurement sites), each of the flow passages (13) (channels) being provided 
with at least one of the measurement portion (measurement sites), where the 
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plurality of measurement portion (measurement sites) are arranged on a 
analyzing cassette (1) (common circle) (col.3, lines 40-44), and the chemical 
analyzer (analyzing apparatus) comprises rotary valve (17, see fig. 4(A)) (rotating 
means) for rotating the main body (2) (analyzing tool) (col. 8, lines 51-55) and 
detecting (detection means) for providing a stimulus to the measurement portion 
(measurement sites) and detecting a reaction at the measurement portion 
(measurement sites) (col. 8, lines 21-24). 



18. With respect to claim 11, MIYAKE et al. discloses an chemical analyzer 
(analyzing apparatus) where the optical detector (24) (detection means) 
comprises a light (fixed light source) and a optical detector (24) (light detector) for 
providing the stimulus as light while detecting the reaction as reflected light, 
transmitted light or scattered light (col. 9, lines 41-49). 

19. With respect to claim 12, MIYAKE et al. discloses an chemical analyzer 
(analyzing apparatus) where the plurality of measurement portion (measurement 
sites) are positioned at equal intervals from each other (fig. 3(A)), the rotary valve 
(17) (rotating means) causing the analyzing cassette (1) (analyzing tool) to rotate 



FIG. 4(A) 



.19 
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(intermittently at angles corresponding to the intervals) between adjacent 
measurement portion (measurement sites) (col. 8, lines 21-24). 

Conclusion 

20. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The reference KOPF-SILL et al. (US 6, 235, 531) discloses a device 
and methods for analyzing biological fluids. 

The reference WAKATAKE UP 08105901) discloses an automatic 
analyzer. 

The reference YAMAGATA et al. (US 2004/0121356) discloses a 
microchip comprising a constituting a reaction system (abstract). 

21 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to MONIQUE MIRABEAU 
whose telephone number is (571) 270-5543. The examiner can normally be 
reached on M-F, alternate F off (8am-4pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Barbara Gilliam can be reached on (571) 272-1330. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (571) 273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or (571 ) 272-1 000. 

MM 

/Barbara L. Gilliam/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4128 



